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HELPUSADOPT.ORG AWARDS FIRST ROUND OF GRANTS

Helpusadopt.org awards $53,000 to 8 grant recipients
NEW YORK, NY June 9, 2008— Becky and Kipp Fawcett, co-founders of Helpusadopt.org are proud to announce that on June 6, 2008 Helpusadopt.org awarded its first round of grants--- 8 grants totaling $53,000.  “We received 125 applications, from all over the United States, with requests totaling over a million dollars and we had just $50,000 to give away.  The decisions were gut wrenching but our grant selection committee did a wonderful job.” States Becky Fawcett who also serves as executive director (on a pro-bono basis) for Helpusadopt.org.  The 8 grant recipients include 4 childless couples, 3 single women and 1 family with three sons---two have Down Syndrome and one has Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy.  The families are scattered across the United States and their median household income is $57,000.  An average adoption costs $25,000 and is usually not an expected expense that one can plan for.

One of the personal statements read “It is hard for us to believe that we are reduced to asking total strangers for financial help so that we may become parents---but we are very thankful that Helpusadopt.org exists and now we have somewhere to turn to for help.” Another began “When we married almost 12 years ago, we never thought at this particular point in our lives we would be childless. CHILDLESS.”  The applicants went on to share their stories of infertility struggles, genetic troubles that caused their biological children to die untimely deaths, tales of unemployment, stories of husbands who would never support adoption so the women left and remarried, and single women who simply want to be mothers.  Others shared their efforts to scrape and save and sell their possessions on eBay to get the money, but they just can not reach that magic number of approximately $25,000. 

The generous donors who believed in the Helpusadopt.org mission made these grants possible. “We received donations and letters from many adoptive parents explaining how they wished it could have been more, but they are in so much debt from their own adoptions they just hoped that their $20 can help someone else.  I am here to tell them all IT WILL,” states Fawcett.  Fawcett, who called the grant recipients personally, was overwhelmed by the responses.  “All of the recipients were emotional and thanked us profusely for the help: ‘you have no idea how much this will help us.’ and ‘last week I was sitting at my dining room table with everything spread out and I started to think that just maybe I wasn’t going to be able to pull this off alone----thanks to Helpusadopt.org ---I am no longer alone.’ The entire Helpusadopt.org team DOES know how much this means to our recipients,” continues Fawcett “and that is why we do what we do.” The second round of grants will be awarded in December 2008 and Helpusadopt.org is poised to give away another $50,000.  The grant application is posted on www.helpusadopt.org and the deadline for submission is October 17, 2008.

Founded in 2007 by Becky and Kipp Fawcett after their own infertility struggle and adoption process, Helpusadopt.org is a national, non-profit 501 (c)3 financial grant program that helps couples/individuals (regardless of race, religion, marital status or sexual preference) with their adoption expenses  by awarding financial grants from $500 - $15,000. Helpusadopt.org will pay the grant recipients’ service providers directly and will cover domestic, international, foster child and special needs adoptions.  For more information or to donate to Helpusadopt.org, please visit www.HELPUSADOPT.ORG or contact Becky Fawcett, Executive Director, at 917.684.5484 or becky.fawcett@helpusadopt.org.        
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