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HELPUSADOPT.ORG WILL LAUNCH DURING NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH WITH EVENTS AT NEIMAN MARCUS AND JIMMY CHOO

New non-profit organization provides qualified couples/individuals with financial assistance for adoptions
NEW YORK, NY September 27, 2007—November 1st marks both the first day of National Adoption Month and the official launch date of Helpusadopt.org.  This new non-profit (501(c)3) organization is a financial assistance grant program that will provide qualified couples and individuals (regardless of race, religion, marital status or sexual preference) with grants of up to $15,000.00 towards adoption expenses. The grants will be awarded twice a year (June and December).  Helpusadopt.org was founded by Becky and Kipp Fawcett in response to their recent struggle with infertility and the adoption of their son Jake (now two years old).  Beginning November 1, 2007, interested individuals can visit www.helpusadopt.org and submit applications for funding.  

“Given that the U.S. median family income is $45,000, an average adoption at $25,000 or more is simply out of reach for many deserving people. Our personal experience made it impossible to turn and look the other way. We wanted to create an organization that would provide a financial solution for these couples struggling with adoption expenses,” explains Co-Founder and Executive Director Becky Fawcett.   80% of the Americans seeking adoptions each year are prior infertility patients.  58% of Americans know someone who has been adopted, has adopted a child or has relinquished a child for adoption.  This statistic does not include the thousands of American’s seeking to adopt who cannot afford the costs.  “Adoption is a privilege, not a right, and brings with it seemingly insurmountable financial challenges,” states Becky Fawcett. “Many families experience financial ruin and others simply cannot afford adoption and as a result, live a childless life.  That is unacceptable to us.”

Two invitation only cocktail events mark the launch of Helpusadopt.org.  One in the Fawcett’s hometown of Philadelphia hosted by Neiman Marcus King of Prussia (PA) and one hosted by Jimmy Choo (Madison Avenue) in New York City where the Fawcetts currently live and where Helpusadopt.org is based.   For press invitations contact: info@helpusadopt.org.

HOW TO APPLY
Applicants must be United States citizens and be able to demonstrate that they can provide a stable home environment for the child (valid home study) while demonstrating that they are facing significant financial obstacles regarding adoption expenses. Applicants may be pursuing any type of adoption including domestic, international, foster child and special need adoptions. Applications will include a personal essay as well as an extensive financial questionnaire including an outline of all their adoption expenses.   Applicants must not be pursuing infertility treatments simultaneously with their adoption plans (if applicable)--- they must illustrate that they are committed to adoption and not spending funds that could be used towards that adoption; applicants must distinguish the difference between “not wanting” to write the check(s) and “not being able to”; applicants may already have children, but priority will be given to couples/individuals without children.  

Applicants should keep in mind that while they may meet all of Helpusadopt.org’s objective criteria, Helpusadopt.org might not be able to award grants to all of those qualified applicants.  The Grant Selection Committee will make grant decisions by taking the entire application into consideration.  Grants will be issued directly to the prospective parent’s service providers, not to the individuals who are looking to adopt.  Helpusadopt.org’s first  grants will be awarded in June 2008. 

For more information or to donate to Helpusadopt.org, please contact Becky Fawcett, Executive Director, at 917.684.5484 or becky.fawcett@helpusadopt.org.        # # #
